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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-7, 10-13, 15-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Bravin et al. (US 2003/0069997 A1, hereinafter "Bravin"). 

Regarding claims 1 , 10, 18, Bravin discloses a system for relaying 
communications between a first device (caller's communication device 32) and a 
second device (callee's communication device 37) utilizing a third device as an 
intermediary (portal system 20) where the second device is a telephone on a plain old 
telephone system network (callee's communication device 37 can be a voice telephone 
connected via PSTN; see Fig. 1 ; paragraphs 15, 29) and the communications between 
the first device and third device involve video (caller's communications means 32 can 
include video in order to communicate by sign language with the relay operator; Fig. 1 ; 
paragraph 18), the system comprising: 

a first input and output communication device (caller's communications device 

32); 

a server device (portal system 20); 
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a second input and output communication device (callee's communications 
device 37); 

a third input and output communication device (mode translator 40 and language 
translator 50). 

Regarding claims 2, 11, 19, audio communication can use voice over Internet 
(paragraph 18). 

Regarding claims 3, 12, 16, 20, video communication can comprise sign 
language (paragraph 18). 

Regarding claims 4-5, a deaf person can use a computer which captures video 
(paragraph 18) and receives video and text (Fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 6, communication can be wireless (see Figure 1; paragraph 29). 

Regarding claim 7, note portal system 20 (paragraph 30). 

Regarding claim 13, communication can use the H.323 protocol (paragraph 19). 

Regarding claims 15, 17, communication can be voice and video (paragraph 30). 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 8-9 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Bravin. 
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Bravin differs from claims 8-9 in that it does not specify using NetMeeting video 
or D-Link video. However, Bravin does teach using a computer to communicate 
captured video (paragraph 18), and NetMeeting video or D-Link video are well known 
videocommunication applications used with computers such that it would have been 
obvious to an artisan of ordinary skill to use such well known videocommunication 
applications for communicating video using the computer in Bravin. 

Bravin differs from claim 14 in that it does not specify calculating billing data 
based on elapsed minutes. However, the examiner takes Official Notice that such 
billing data calculation is well known when providing telecommunication services such 
that it would have been obvious to an artisan of ordinary skill to incorporate such well 
known billing data calculation within the method of Bravin in determining the cost of the 
telecommunication session. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stella L. Woo whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7512. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Curtis Kuntz can be reached on (571 ) 272-7499. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Stella L. Woo/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2614 



